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home and repeated this frequently thereafter, being gone
as long as a month at a time. He was brought into court
on two occasions because of this and once because he
stole a revolver, the only known instance of theft on his
part.

During his absences from home he made his own way,
frequently by selling papers and once by working at a
livery stable. His employment record was good; he
had worked at one place for seven months, but had given
up this job because it was too hard for him. It was after
this that the family sent him to the business college in
hopes of "making a gentleman of him, the same as the
others in the family."

He was a big, strong boy, well developed and well
nourished. His tonsils were greatly enlarged, and there
was a total occlusion of one side of the nose from deflected
septum. Vision was somewhat defective in one eye, but
almost normal in the other. There was a constant fine
tremor of outstretched hands and biting of the finger
nails, indicating some nervousness.

His delinquencies, that is, his truancy and running
away, were due, no doubt, to several causes. They had
begun while his mother was away on a visit to her parents,
and oversight at home consequently was slackened. He
had associated with bad companions who had led him
to run away, but it is interesting to note that the first
escapade of this sort was during the time he was attendr
ing the business college. Then, too, there was probably
some irritation because of his physical troubles, partic-
ularly his defective vision, which may have interfered
with his school work. Also, he was an unstable adoles-
cent.

Nevertheless, there is not the slightest doubt that one
important factor in explaining the boy's misconduct was
the unsuitable vocation for which he was being trained,